PROPAGANDA   BY    FORGE
do not listen to wireless propaganda. Nor do I see any
reason why they should not. The presentation of this
propaganda is excellent.
Front reports, so long as one does not know that they
are faked, are sometimes thrilling, often instructive.
The news is, of course, highly coloured and tendencious,
but I think this only serves to stimulate interest. The
news broadcasts are full of taunts against the Allies.
Irony is freely employed in the news presentations.
Almost every evening, an official of the Nazi Propa-
ganda Ministry gives what is called a press and
radio review in which he tries to refute foreign state-
ments about Germany. His name is Hans Fritsche. He
is a journalist formerly employed by the Hugenberg
newspaper combine. Fritsche is certainly an attractive
speaker.
When I say that German people still listen to these
broadcasts I do not mean that they believe everything
they hear. Neither do they, to-day, trust the newspapers
any more. This is, for Britain and France, the first victory
in this war.
Drastic sentences against listeners to foreign broad-
casts are a preventive measure. The Nazis do not try
any more to hide their fear of enemy propaganda.
The " Essen Nationalzeitung" still claims that Britain
has not only suffered defeats in military and economic
fields (whatever that claim is worth) but is also being
badly beaten on the third front: the propaganda front.
But, in contrast with this proud statement, the paper
goes on to describe in greatest detail the effects of enemy
propaganda in the last war. Ludendorff is quoted as
writing that most people in Germany at the end of the
Great War were unable to distinguish between their
own feelings and enemy propaganda.